
Peter’s Plans
Having worked for nearly 13 years 
for NISCU Peter has developed strong 
relationships, in the Skipton area in 
particular.  He is continuing, of 
course, as minister at Grassington 
Congregational Church.  He will 
continue his work in schools, 
focussing mainly around Skipton, but 
under a new charity that he is 
involved in setting up, to be known 
as Craven Schools Partnership.  He 
will continue to develop his 
‘Happenings’ youth resources.  We 
feel this new venture will bring 
blessings to many and we pray his 
ministry will be fruitful.

 A word from the 
committee
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Dear friends and supporters,

As you receive this newsletter, sadly Rev Peter Thomas will 

have recently left his post as a NISCU worker.  The Craven 

area has suffered decreases in financial giving over recent 

years and in particular in regular monthly donations since 

the summer of this year.  Consequently an urgent review of 

our capacity to fund the work was undertaken. Both trustees 

and Peter recognised the difficulties and the consequences 

of the financial situation.  Peter agreed to take a redundancy 

package. Peter has delivered some wonderful work, latterly 

predominantly within the Southern part of the area.  We are 

indebted to him for the many links he has made with local 

schools and we want to publicly thank him for his 

commitment to the work over the past 13 years.

Please join us and pray for:
Peter and his family, that they may know God’s peace in their situation.
Wisdom for NISCU trustees, Senior management and Area Committee as they seek a way forward.
Christians working or volunteering in our local schools, that God may give them opportunities to share 
their faith.
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NISCU is seeking a way forward in the area around Settle and moving 
towards Ingleton, Bentham etc.  There will be a move towards working 
in direct partnership with those already involved in ministering in 
schools.  We are looking at ways to support, resource and equip 
volunteers in schools.  NISCU has been accepted as a delivery centre 
for a national qualification in Christian schools work.  It is open to all.  
If you are interested please get in touch.  admin@niscu.org.uk or take 
a look at http://www.enableschoolswork.co.uk

The past, the present and the future......a word from 
NISCU Chief Officer, Deborah Smith

As I have looked back over the work of NISCU from its’ beginnings in 1965 as North West Evangelical Trust (NWET) 
through to today I am amazed by how the work has changed as individuals were led by God.  It began as a youth 
ministry in Carnforth, developing into schools work in the early 1980s.  Earlier this year I read the following verse and 
it has stayed with me.  The Holy Spirit ministering to me through it.  
Psalm 78:6-7 “That the generation to come might know, even the children yet to be born, that they may arise and tell 
them to their children, that they should put their confidence in God and not forget the works of God, but keep His 
commandments.” 
As a result of those involved since its very beginnings and through to today children who weren’t even born in 1965 
have benefitted from the work of NWET and latterly NISCU.  Lives have been changed as children and young people 
have heard about God’s love for them.  To me, its why we do what we do.  The gospel has not changed.  Children and 
young people, including those not yet born need to be introduced to their Saviour.    He is the constant in the past, 
the present and the future.  Praise God.
I’m also encouraged by how the work has developed over the last 50 years.  Change is often difficult.  But we must 
remember He is in charge.  The ways NISCU’s work has changed over the past 50 years is as a result of individuals 
following God’s leading.  It teaches us we should hold the work lightly but hold on to God tightly.  Where will He lead 
NISCU Craven next?  Our vision and desire is to partner closely with the local church.  We are looking at how we 
can best serve the needs of children, schools and churches within our local area.  If you would like to discuss this with 
us please get in touch.  I would love to chat with you as would members of the area committee.  
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  A Final Word 
We want to thank you for your prayerful support and 

financial contributions to the work of NISCU over many 
years.  Our hope is you will continue to support us as we seek 
God’s wisdom regarding the way forward.  We trust that we 
might continue to work together for the good of our young 

people.
With prayerful good wishes,

The Craven area NISCU committee
Joint Area Committee Chair: John Lewis johnl.settle@gmail.com
Joint Area Committee Chair: Judith Shacketon j.shack@mypostoffice.co.uk
NISCU Chief  Officer: Deborah Smith deborah.smith@niscu.org.uk 07813590392
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