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1.

What animals were present?

4.

What did the shepherds bring with them?

2.

What was in the manger?

5.

How many wise men were there?

3.

What was the stable made of?

6.

How did they travel to get there?

1.

Warm up activity. Cut up the 12 questions on the back of Christmas wreaths and blue tac the first eleven at the front of
the classroom. Children can choose a number.

2.

Then give them question 12 “Do you think there is anything extra that Christians might do at Christmas?” Also ask them why.
Answers will hopefully include, ‘Go to church at midnight on Christmas Eve’, ‘Go to church on Christmas Day’, ‘Sing Christmas
carols’ (different from other Christmas songs in that they usually talk about some aspect of the Nativity story), ‘Pray
together’.

3.

Explain that they are going to think about what Christians believe about Christmas and see if it’s any different to the
things they have talked about. They are going to investigate The Nativity…which includes finding out what the word ‘Nativity’
means. See if anyone knows. It means ‘birth’. And for Christians, it means the birth of someone very special – Jesus.

4.

On the worksheet come up with a colour code for words on the baubles that they think are in the Nativity story and those
they think aren’t. Come back to these words later to see if they still think their answers are correct. (Correct answers will
be: manger, star, angel, shepherd, gold, Jesus, king (but not referring to wise men, “birthplace of King David” and “King of the
Jews”).
5.

Watch the video. They will need their worksheets to answer the questions that come up during the video.

https://youtu.be/VgDyyznffZk

Note the name Emmanuel, it can also be written “Immanuel” - they may need it for their acrostic words later.

6.

Discuss answers to questions with the Bible passages in front of them to help:
1)
2)
3)

4)
5)
For more information
contact Diana or Sarah:
Diana.stop@niscu.org.uk

6)

What animals were present? We are not told.
What was in the manger? The Bible only mentions the baby, Jesus, wrapped in cloths.
What was the stable made of? The Bible doesn’t actually mention a stable. But we know there was no room at the inn, so it
seems likely that it was a stable…which was often a cave!
What did the shepherds bring with them? We are not told.
How many wise men were there? We are not told. The fact that there were three gifts mentioned has led to the
assumption that there were three wise men, but that may not be the case.
How did they travel to get there? We are not told, although it is likely that they used camels or horses.

7.
Use the printed copies of the Bible passages (there is a shorter version and a longer version - you can choose what is best
for your class) and ask the children to underline useful words for their acrostic. They can do one from the Bible (for help see
example on left) and one that is secular (e.g. crackers, etc). Depending on their ability you may want them to write one word
for each line, one phrase or complete poems.

Joseph and his wife Mary went from their home town of Nazareth to the
town of Bethlehem. Mary was pregnant, and while they were in Bethlehem,
the time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son,
wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger. There was no room
for them at the inn.
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There were some shepherds in the fields, looking after their sheep. An angel
of the Lord appeared to them and they were afraid. But the angel said to
them, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to bring good news, which will bring great
joy to all people. Today in Bethlehem is born the one who will save you –
Christ the Lord! You will find him wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.’
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Suddenly a great army of angels from heaven appeared, praising God. When
they had gone, the shepherds hurried to Bethlehem. They found Mary and
Joseph, and saw the baby lying in the manger.
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Soon afterwards, some men who studied the stars came from the east to
Jerusalem. They asked, ‘Where is the baby born to be King of the Jews? He
will be a ruler of Israel. We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him.’
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When they left, they saw the same star they had seen in the east. It went
ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. They
went into the house and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they
knelt down and worshipped him. They opened their treasures and gave him
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
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4Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the
birthplace of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David. 5He
went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, 6and
while they were in Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. 7She gave birth to
her first son, wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger — there was no room
for them to stay in the inn.
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There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the
fields, taking care of their flocks. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, 10but the angel said to them, “Don't be
afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. 11This
very day in David's town your Saviour was born — Christ the Lord! 12And this is what will
prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the
fields, taking care of their flocks. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone over them. They were terribly afraid, 10but the angel said to them, “Don't be
afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people. 11This
very day in David's town your Saviour was born — Christ the Lord! 12And this is what will
prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”

13Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God:

13Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God:

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased!”
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15When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has
told us.”
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Soon afterwards, some men who studied the stars came from the east to Jerusalem 2and
asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? He will be a ruler of Israel.We
saw his star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.”
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9-10And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the east.
When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. 11They went into the house, and when they saw
the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshipped him. They opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented
them to him.

9-10And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the east.
When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. 11They went into the house, and when they saw
the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshipped him. They opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented
them to him.

