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 “What is life about? Who am I? QM is a club for life’s big questions
and a place to have fun, with games, video clips and space to think.

There are quite a few things I am required to do when entering the
school. I need to have my temperature taken, use the hand gel and
wear a facemask until I am seated and listening!  There is also a
questionnaire to fill out and information about whom I met whilst I
am in the school, plus time in and out for tracing.  I can honestly
say that I feel perfectly safe as I keep the required two metres
distance apart, we are in our own room and the door is always
open.  The teaching staff are lovely and make me feel very
welcome.
I am hoping to continue with both of these children as I feel it is
benefiting them to talk and have someone to listen when they have
so much going on in their lives at home and at school.  I am praying
that the Head will spread the word to other schools and we can
continue to provide this service to other children in the area.
Please pray for God's blessings on this work.

Sue

An urgent prayer request for you …
NISCU West Cumbria is hoping to appoint a Youth
Evangelist/Christian Schools Worker to start in September.
Are you or do you know someone who is an enthusiastic and
passionate Christian, who could work alongside both schools and
churches to support young people and help them become life-long
disciples of Jesus?
A job pack is available on the NISCU web site with further details.

*** Please pray that this post is filled by September, when we hope
staff will be back physically in schools. ***

Primary Puppet Team Leaders
Allerdale Team
Maggie Cowles, 12 Harrot Hill, Cockermouth, CA13 0BL
Tel: 01900 824466
Copeland Team
Angela Scotchbrook, 39 Carlton Drive, Whitehaven,
CA28 6XB                  Tel: 01946 67298
Workington Team
Julie Bater, The Old Vicarage, Park End Road, Workington,
 CA14 4DG          Tel: 01900 68056

No longer want to receive information from NISCU? Please let us know by
writing or emailing, saying you wish to “unsubscribe”, to NISCU,
c/o 119 Balmoral Road, Whitehaven, CA28 6XA or IHarvie@aol.com.
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To all our NISCU Friends
A big “thank you” to all those of you who support NISCU
in any way - be it financial, by prayer or as a volunteer.
We really appreciate your continuing care for sharing the
good news of Jesus with the children and young people of
West Cumbria.

“I have come in order that you might have life—life
in all its fullness.”
John 10:10 (GNT)
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As we have recently celebrated Easter, it seems like a
good time to reflect back on the past term and look
ahead to the next. The majority of children and young
people in our local schools spent January and February
learning from home, but were all able to return to the
classroom in March. Meanwhile, NISCU staff and
volunteers across all areas had been busy producing
resources that could be used by teachers in the run up
to Easter. These included two video assemblies from our

Primary Puppets Teams on the themes of ‘What does Easter mean
to you?’ and ‘Forgiveness’. We also created a ‘Countdown to
Easter’ in the style of an online advent calendar with short videos
that explored five significant events in the Easter story – Palm
Sunday, the Last Supper, The Cross, The Empty Tomb and the Road
to Emmaus. A selection of other videos and activity sheets were also
available via the NISCU website. Although we have all missed the
live interaction with children in school, it has been encouraging to
receive feedback from head teachers and other members of staff
who have found ways to use these resources within their ‘class
bubbles’. Here are some of their comments ….

“Many thanks for the Easter resources you have shared with us - I
am excited to use the Easter Countdown videos with my class this
week”.
“Thank you so much for these fantastic resources! We usually do a
Journey to Easter during Holy Week, but can’t do that while we are
in ‘bubbles’ so we’re planning a daily event on zoom using your
resources in the hope that we can bring the story to life through the
week”.
“Many thanks – this is very helpful to us as a school and means the
children get quality input from somebody different”.
“Thank you so much - the staff will certainly be pleased to use these
with their classes. We really miss seeing you and the teams in
school, so hopefully when things settle down, we can welcome you
all back!”

At the moment it is not clear when NISCU teams will be able to visit
schools in person again, so as we look ahead to next term we will
still be aiming to produce videos and other online resources.
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Here are some of the things we will be focussing on in the weeks
ahead.

● We continue to create regular collective worship videos for
our Cumbrian schools.

● The Primary Puppet Teams are planning two new video
assemblies based around the parables of the Lost Sheep  and
the Good Samaritan.

● NISCU staff across all areas are working together to produce
our ‘Church Party Bag’, a collection of resources that can be
used by schools to support their lessons on Christian
celebrations – they will focus on Baptism, Communion and
Pentecost.

● ‘Moving Up’ video lesson and resources to help support
Year 6 pupils as they prepare for their move to secondary
school.

● “Unique” – a 30 minute online presentation created for
young people by young people from across our NISCU areas
which is aimed at helping us all appreciate that God has made
us just as we are, to be shining lights for His glory.

We are so grateful for your ongoing support, especially during these
uncertain times. Please continue to pray for our school communities
and for the work of NISCU within them.
                                                                                Ruth

Contact the Team
NISCU Office: Christ Church Rooms, South Street,
Cockermouth, CA13 9RU   www.niscu.org.uk
Ruth: ruth.smith@niscu.org.uk       07721748127
Sue (Manager): susan.gorman@niscu.org.uk  07795527151

Listening Service – Sue’s experience
I was contacted by the Head of one of our local primary schools, and
asked if I would go in and use my “listening service” skills with two
of their children, after she herself had completed the listening service
training online with NISCU.  This was a huge privilege and I met with
the two children each week from the 10th December until the second
lockdown.  I managed to continue with this service with one of the
children as he continued to be in school during lockdown.


